CHAPTER XIII

WINTER SUNSHINE:  I7II

Tory peace negotiations - Maryborough's opposition and dis-
missal - charges of peculation - Treaty of Utrecht, 1713-
Marlborough in exile - return - last days.

WHILE Marlborough was waging his last cam-
paign,   the  British   Government  was   secretly
completing its peace negotiations with France.
In April, 1711, a series of new proposals which
were particularly generous in regard to openings
for British trade in the Spanish Empire were
forwarded to London  from  Versailles.    The
Dutch were to be guaranteed a substantial for-
tress barrier and were informed of these proposals.
The inner British Cabinet was convinced that
they offered a sufficient basis for negotiations,
and Queen Anne personally authorized Matthew
Prior, the poet, to go to Versailles and pursue
the matter in secret there.    The Tories were
ready for a partition of the Spanish inheritance,
as provided in William IIPs Partition Treaties
and the Grand Alliance signed by Marlborough
iniyoi (seepp. 34-35). The negotiations soon took
a favourable turn.  Prior's mission could not be
concealed and Marlborough learned of it, but only
indirectly.    Indeed, it was not until September,
after the discussions had been transferred back
to London, that Harley, now Earl of Oxford
and Lord Treasurer, at last wrote and informed
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